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Madam Speaker, | commend Vivian Berryhill
for her tireless dedication to numerous noble
causes. After receiving a Jefferson Award and
its accompanying $500 gift, Mrs. Berryhill and
her husband, Pastor Chester Berryhill, jour-
neyed from Olive Branch, MS to Washington,
DC and headed directly to the Walter Reed
Army Medical Center to distribute 500 copies
of Mrs. Berryhill's original song, “Tomorrow
E’vrything Will B Alright.” After hearing of the
conditions at Walter Reed, Mrs. Berryhill was
inspired to share her music and its soul-heal-
ing effects, and immediately created 500 new
copies of her song and placed them onto CDs
to share with our wounded soldiers.

Upon being greeted with an overwhelming
show of support and the warmest of recep-
tions, Mrs. Berryhill and the pastors’ spouses
will be reproducing additional copies of this
song and will return to Walter Reed in 3—4
weeks to distribute them.

Madam Speaker, it is for her noble and un-
flagging efforts to make this world a better
place that | recognize Vivian Berryhill.

———

SMALL BUSINESS LENDING
IMPROVEMENTS ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2007

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1332) to improve
the access to capital programs of the Small
Business Administration, and for other pur-
poses:

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Chairman, | rise today in
support of the Small Business Lending Im-
provements Act of 2007. H.R. 1332 is part of
an ambitious legislative portfolio that will fulfill
the Innovation Agenda. | was proud to help
craft the Innovation Agenda, on which our Na-
tion is dependent for its future prosperity.

Small businesses are a big part of the U.S.
economy. In fact, small businesses employ
more than half of all private sector employees
and pay 45 percent of the total U.S. private
payroll. New jobs come disproportionately
from small businesses, which generated 60 to
80 percent of new jobs in the past 10 years.

Small businesses face big challenges. Too
often they must depend on costly lending al-
ternatives, including credit cards. Personal
credit cards are the primary funding source for
U.S. entrepreneurs. Borrowing fees and high
interest rates weigh heavily on small busi-
nesses.

As presented in Rising Above the Gathering
Storm, our Nation faces unprecedented chal-
lenges to its international competitiveness and
quality of life. Small businesses are catalysts
for technological innovation, and the entrepre-
neurship of small American startups occasion-
ally has revolutionized our economy and lives.
The viability of American small businesses is
inextricably linked to the future prosperity of all
our citizens.

This Act makes American entrepreneurship
more viable. It improves the existing 7(a)
(business start-up loan) program and the ex-
isting 504 (certified development company
economic development loan) program to better
serve veterans, rural areas, and areas lacking
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sufficient medical expertise. It improves eligi-
bility requirements for designation as a cer-
tified development company (CDC), revises
procedures around the foreclosure and liquida-
tion of defaulted small business loans, and au-
thorizes loans for projects that reduce energy
consumption by at least 10 percent.

| encourage my colleagues to support this
resolution. This can help us gain and retain a
lead in economic prosperity and quality of life.

———

SMALL BUSINESS LENDING
IMPROVEMENTS ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. SILVESTRE REYES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2007

Mr. REYES. Mr. Chairman, | rise in strong
support of the Small Business Lending Im-
provement Act of 2007 (H.R. 1332).

The U.S. maintains its position as a world
leader in technological innovation and eco-
nomic prosperity largely because of the talent
of its citizens, its strong educational system
and the entrepreneurial spirit of its small busi-
ness owners. From developing innovative so-
lutions to our most pressing problems, to suc-
cessfully introducing these solutions into local
and world markets, American small business
is crucial to our strength as a country.

Small businesses, however, face difficult
challenges. In particular, many small busi-
nesses lack capital, making it difficult to ac-
cess the financing and loans they need to suc-
ceed. With fewer assets to pledge as collateral
and less reliable earnings than larger busi-
nesses, small businesses have difficulty tap-
ping into traditional business loans.

The Small Business Lending Improvement
Act of 2007 is designed to provide well-quali-
fied small businesses with greater access to
capital so they can turn their ideas into profit.
H.R. 1332 will allow small business to more
easily acquire 7(a) loans, which will provide
much-needed capital to small business entre-
preneurs. H.R. 1332 directs the Administrator
of the Small Business Administration (SBA) to
execute rural lending outreach programs,
which will aid small businesses with expenses
ranging from start-up costs to equipment re-
pairs and employee compensation. It also pro-
vides incentives to small businesses to oper-
ate in an environmentally friendly fashion.

If the U.S. is to maintain its position as a
world leader in technological innovation and
economic prosperity, we must do more to en-
sure that small businesses have the tools they
need to succeed. For small businesses, ac-
cess to capital is the key. It is for this reason,
| ask my colleagues in Congress to join me in
support of H.R. 1332.

——————

IN HONOR OF THE 2007 NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF LETTER CAR-
RIERS FOOD DRIVE

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 1, 2007

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Madam Speaker, | rise to
recognize the dedication and service of the
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National Association of Letter Carriers. For the
last 15 years the NALC has annually con-
ducted what has become the largest food
drive in the nation. This food drive is unique
because it allows anyone with a mailbox the
opportunity to take part. By participating in this
food drive we are all building stronger neigh-
borhoods and strengthening our local commu-
nities. Because of this event we are given the
opportunity to support those in our commu-
nities who, far too often, go without.

For the past three years the sheer quantity
of food collected has been staggering. Last
year 70.5 million pounds of food were distrib-
uted in communities throughout this country.
That was the third straight year where the
amount of food distributed has exceeded 70
million pounds. Over the past 15 years the
grand total of food collected is more than
three quarters of a billion pounds of food.
These totals have helped make the NALC Na-
tional Food Drive the largest single day food
drive in the nation.

This year NALC president William H. Young
has challenged all of the local branches
throughout the country to increase their food
totals by 10 percent. This challenge has in-
spired one of the largest publicity campaigns
in NALC Food Drive history as well as encour-
aged good natured competition between re-
gional branches. | know that the Letter Car-
riers of 10th Congressional District of Cali-
fornia will make us proud.

The NALC National Food Drive is distinctive
in how the food is distributed. It strengthens
community ties because all of the food col-
lected by local carriers goes back into those
neighborhoods. 10,000 communities across
the country will be part of this amazing event.
Because every pound of food goes to local
food banks, the NALC National Food Drive
gives everyone the opportunity to support their
community. A simple donation of non-perish-
able food placed in the mailbox with the out-
going mail will help change the lives of those
who live and work in the area. Thanks to the
NALC and due to this creative and effective
strategy, getting involved has never been easi-
er.

Again, | want to congratulate the NALC for
conducting such a remarkable event and | am
proud to say that | will be leaving food in my
mailbox on May 12th.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 27TH ANNUAL
MAIMONIDES HEBREW DAY
SCHOOL’S SHINING EXAMPLES
TRIBUTE DINNER

HON. MICHAEL R. McNULTY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 1, 2007

Mr. MCNULTY. Madam Speaker, the 27th
Annual Maimonides Scholarship Shining Ex-
amples Tribute Dinner will be held this
evening in Albany, New York. The
Maimonides Hebrew Day School of the Capital
District in Albany, New York has been pro-
viding quality Jewish and General Education in
the Capital Region, Albany, NY since 1980. It
is a beneficiary of the United Jewish Federa-
tion of Northeastern New York and has
partnered with numerous area organizations
and institutions over the years. Its motto is “A
Beautiful Blend—Torah and Worldly Experi-
ence” following its namesake, Moses
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